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Tracking issues in Social Policy September 2009
Equality Bill 1] The Equality Bill reached the end of Committee Stage on 7" July 2009.

Following our report in July’s Policy Watch, we are pleased to announce

Parliamentary dates 11 that a clause that could have weakened the protection of pregnant

Cberal Democrats 5| Wworkers and women on maternity leave did not go through. The
‘Real Women' Committee removed: fia reference to a woman being treated less
favourably [if pregnant or on maternity leave] is a reference to her be/ng

DCSF Report: Impactof 3§ treated  less  favourably — than is
family breakdown on reasonableo. The section now clarifies
children S

that a woman cannot be discriminated
Party Conferences 3| against or treated less favourably

because she is pregnant, has given birth,
United Nations: 4| is breastfeeding or is on maternity leave
oW 2010 with no reference to deasonabilityd

The concept of ‘dual discrimination” has also been introduced into the Bill. For example, this would
mean that where a person felt that they had been discriminated against because of both their age
and their gender, they could take legal action on the basis of both these characteristics. Progress of
the Bill will resume during the new Parliamentary session.

Scottish Northern Ireland Houses of the Welsh Assembly Houses of
Parliament | Assembly | Oireachtas | 20" September | Parliament
30" August 6" September  (Rep.Ireland) | 12" October
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Real Women: Liberal Democrat’s Policy Paper

In March this year the Liberal Democrat Party launched a consultation on
women. The Working Group on Womeng Policy, chaired by Jo Swinson MP,
has produced its final report, Real Women. If the paper is approved by
Conference (19" 1 23" September) it will be formally adopted as Liberal
Democrat party policy.

The paper made proposals on a number of areas affecting the lives of
women i money, family, image and body, and confidence and safety.
Detailed proposals include:

A Tackling the gender pay gap, including through compulsory pay audits
A Ensuring girls have good careers advice

- A Scrapping compulsory retirement ages
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‘-

A Training and recruiting more midwives and health visitors
- A Providing 20 hours of free childcare per week for all children from 18 months to school age .
A Replacing maternity and paternity leave with 19 months parental leave to be shared between
; the mother and father as they see fit
A Encouraging divorcing couples to attend at least one mediation session at the start of :
- proceedings :
A Extending the right to request flexible working to all employees
. Realowomen i image and body ;
A Protecting children from body image pressure, by changing advertising rules on altered and :
enhanced images :
Promoting physical activity to girls :
Requiring OFCOM and the Advertising Standards Agency to add gender equality as a strand in |
their role as media regulators i

Pl
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. Confidence and safety

A Providing funding and resources for rape and sexual assault support services
A Improving services for victims of domestic violence

A Supporting women wishing to leave prostitution

Comments of the paper are welcomed by the Working Group and Mothersé Union will be
responding. The full paper can be found at:
http: //www.libdems.org.uk /siteFiles /resources /PDF /Real%20Women1.pdf



http://www.libdems.org.uk/siteFiles/resources/PDF/Real%20Women1.pdf

In June 2009 the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) published an evidence
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