DETEUNION

Christian care for families

We live in the in-between period of our
salvation, between the two comings: the first
was when Christ came to Bethlehem; (another
will be when he comes again to meet each of
us at our own moment of death); his second
coming will be when he comes again to take
his Bride the Church at the end of time. This is
the heart of the tension of Advent, waiting in
expectancy since Christ, risen from the dead
and now present among us in mystery, will be
revealed to everyone on the Last Day as the glorious Son of our heavenly Father.
We wait, with joy and pray in hope trusting in his power to save us.
It is our Christian hope that makes us joyful.

0ld and New Testament promises and prophecies.

Jesus Christ is not confined to the New Testament. His coming was anticipated by
men and women who lived before the New Testament books were written: "a
feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to
wonder whether John (the Baptist) might be the Christ himself " (Luke 3:15).

Throughout the Old Testament, a divine dvatermarké predicts and reveals the
nature of Israel's coming Messiah. This first part of the Bible isnd just God's
message to the Jewish people or an account of their history. For Jesus himself,
these scriptures explained his birth, the work he was to accomplish, the glory
awaiting him and all those who come to God through him. Our understanding of
Christ is diminished if we do not discover him in the 0ld Testament scriptures as
well as throughout all the gospels and epistles of the New Testament.

The 0ld Testament foretold that the Messiah would be Jewish, born in Bethlehem
in the royal line of David the king, of the tribe of Judah. These are clear and
detailed prophecies. Solomon was the immediate successor of David, but he was
not born in Bethlehem. He certainly built a temple for God, but his throne was not
established forever. Micah's prophecy, about the Messiah being born in
Bethlehem, was written at least two hundred years after the death of David.
About seven hundred years later Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a few miles from
Jerusalem in the land of Judah.

The wonderful message of Jesus Christ gave comfort and healing to ordinary men,
women and children, and they were astonished at his teachings. All kinds of
people, high and low, rich and poor, sick and healthy, came to him and were
cradled in his words of care and salvation. This was exactly what the 0ld
Testament prophets had foretold of him: "The Spirit of the Lord God is on me: for
Yahweh has anointed me, he has sent me to bring the news to the afflicted, to



soothe the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, release to those in
prison, to proclaim a year of favour from Yahweh."
(Isaiah 61:1-2).

Jesusdmiracles were not simply the extension of his
teachings; they were living evidence that he was
Son of God, bringing to men, women and children a
» foretaste of the kingdom of heaven. The climax of
/' Jesusolife was his crucifixion, foretold a thousand
years before he was even born. His resurrection,
the final miracle that crowned everything that had
gone before, came to his followers as a joyful
surprise, even though that, too, was foretold.

Jesus used the Old Testament prophecies as powerful evidence when he spoke to
the apostles after his resurrection: "everything written about me in the Law of
Moses, in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, was destined to be fulfilled.0He then
opened their minds to understand the scriptures (Luke 24: 44-45). These are
significant words. Jesus took his followers back to the three main parts of the 0ld
Testament - the books of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. He showed how in
those scriptures there were truths that were fulfilled in his own life-story.

After his resurrection, Jesus also commanded the apostles to go out as his
witnesses to preach the gospel throughout the world. As part of their preaching,
they used those same Messianic prophecies: the history of Jesus written before it
happened. Jesus Christ is the bridge between Eden and the promised, glorious
end. He is the means by which God fulfils his mission of mercy and salvation.
Those 0Old Testament prophecies are part of that story of God's great plan of
redemption. The covenant, which dominated all human history, finds its
culmination in Christ.
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