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Christian care for families




Relationship not Rules: a Service for 2010.  


Opening Music and candles are lit  


Play gentle music or invite peaceful singing as people enter and prepare for this Service. 

The Gathering

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Deep within your soul
there is a knowing place
a sanctuary where gifts are nurtured.
Enter that sacred space.
Spend time there tending your gifts.
There in the chapel of your heart
you will become a gift to be given.    Macrina Wiederkehr



The Greeting

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your faith, lift up your relationships.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God - 
to the God who gives us love, light and truth.

Welcome to our Service focussing on our annual theme of Relationship not Rules. 
2010 is a new triennial for Mothers’ Union and while many office holders continue in their work, others have taken on new roles and challenges. As we embrace this turning point in our gifts we celebrate these diverse relationships. With this in mind we go forward together in strength and not in isolation. 

Make us ready to meet you in this Service and always, 
Lord of all relationships. Amen

Opening Hymn



Choose an appropriate Opening Hymn for the theme.

Prayer of Preparation: 
God of all being,

we come here today 

to prepare for growth by standing on the fertile ground of your Eucharist, 

and we recognise that we need to unlock ourselves. 

Nudge us, prompt us, mould us, shape us, 
exchange our fear for the love of risk. 

God of all life, 

we look to the year ahead, 

in which there is much to learn, and many opportunities to grow, 

and we recognise that growing means risk.

Nudge us, prompt us, mould us, shape us, 
exchange our fear for the love of risk. 

God of all goodness,  

as we stand, we acknowledge your life-giving, growth-making power, 

and we look to the future with joy. 

God of movement, God of change, 

nudge us, prompt us, mould us, shape us, 
exchange our fear for the love of risk, 

that we may follow Christ in growing and changing in the year ahead.

Amen 

Confession 


God our Father, 

creator of relationship, author of covenant.

Where we have loosened the heavenly bonds;

putting self first, choosing prayer last   

All: 
forgive us our sin; restore us to yourself.

Where we have exploited our union with creation;

taking without replenishing; hoarding without sharing 

All: 
forgive us our sin; restore us to your world.

Where we have judged the weakness of others; 

giving censure not mercy, showing harshness not love    

All:  
forgive us our sin; restore us to our neighbour.

Where we have belittled our own worth in your sight;

wallowing in our guilt, not revelling in our salvation 

All: 
forgive us our sin; restore us to ourselves.

Where we have championed rules not relationships;

placing principles above people, withholding compassion

All: 
forgive us our sin; restore us to yourself.

Absolution


May our Heavenly Father draw us to himself 

and cleanse us from all our sins.

May we know the joy of restored relationship with God 

through the sacrifice of Christ. 

Amen


Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 – A new covenant

"The time is coming," declares the Lord, 
"when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah. 

It will not be like the covenant 
I made with their forefathers 
when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
though I was a husband to them, " 
declares the Lord. 

"This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel 
after that time," declares the Lord. 
I will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
 and they will be my people. 

No longer will a man teach his neighbour, 
or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' 
because they will all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest," 
declares the Lord. 
"For I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no more."

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 23:1-12 – Hypocrisy and vanity

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: "The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat.  So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. "Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love the place of honour at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.'  "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven.  Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the Christ.[  The greatest among you will be your servant.  For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ Jesus.



Talk

Creed


I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. 
The third day He arose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen

Intercessions

Loving Lord, we gladly obey your command 

to love one another as you have loved us.

We show our love today by praying for all

who are suffering in body, mind, or soul.

Soothe their hurts with the balm of your Spirit.

Bring us alongside them to share in their pain.

Lord, in your love. Hear our prayer.

Loving Lord, we gladly obey your command 

to love one another as you have loved us.

We show our love today by praying for all

who are lacking in food, shelter or employment.

Provide for their needs from your heavenly store.

Use our resources to improve their lives.

Lord, in your love. Hear our prayer.

Loving Lord, we gladly obey your command 

to love one another as you have loved us.

We show our love today by praying for all

who are enduring persecution, prejudice or injustice.

Defend them as their divine champion.

Stir us to stand in support for their rights.    

Lord, in your love. Hear our prayer.


Please add further intercessions relevant to your local 
Mothers’ Union needs and work.


Sharing of the Peace

Christ has given us his peace that our hearts may not be troubled, 

and we may not be afraid. 
So let us offer Christ’s peace to one another, in love, acceptance and humility.

The peace of Christ be with you: and also with you.

We offer each other a sign of peace.


Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours
now and forever. 
Amen

Hymn  - Choose an appropriate Hymn

Optional Eucharist 

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, 

Lord God of truth,

for by the breath of your mouth

you have spoken your word,

and all things have come into being.

You fashioned us in your image

and placed us in the garden of your delight.

Though we chose the path of rebellion

you would not abandon your own.

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace.

You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets

to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace.

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth,

we echo the song of the angels in heaven,

evermore praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.


Lord God, you are the most Holy One,

enthroned in splendour and light,

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ

you reveal the power of your love

made perfect in our human weakness.

Amen. Lord, we believe.


Embracing our humanity,

Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 

loving us to the end,

he gave himself to death for us;

dying for his own,

he set us free from the bonds of sin,

that we might rise and reign with him in glory.

Amen. Lord, we believe.

On the night he gave up himself for us all

he took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

Amen. Lord, we believe.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Amen. Lord, we believe.

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross,

we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb,

we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high

and we long for his coming in glory.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption,

Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation

be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

form us into the likeness of Christ

and make us a perfect offering in your sight.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Look with favour on your people

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.

Bless the earth,

heal the sick,

let the oppressed go free

and fill your Church with power from on high.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Gather your people from the ends of the earth

to feast with [your Bishop and] all your saints

at the table in your kingdom,

where the new creation is brought to perfection

in Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,

for ever and ever. 
Amen

The Giving of Communion 

Choose gentle, quiet music during communion. 

Symbolic action


You may wish to offer up creative symbols of this year’s theme at a central point, 
to reflect in silence or with candles about relationships in your branches and diocese.
Or you may wish to remember and/or give thanks for particular people or special relationships that your branches and diocese have forged in the last year.


Post-Communion Prayer


Lord of all, we have celebrated though the sharing of bread and wine, 
the depths of love your Son, Jesus Christ showed by dying for us all. 
Greater love has no-one than this; that he lays down his life for his friends.
We are blessed that he calls us his friends. Amen 

The Mothers’ Union Prayer 

Loving Lord,
we thank you for your love so freely given to us all.
We pray for families around the world.
Bless the work of the Mothers' Union
as we seek to share your love
through the encouragement, strengthening
and support of marriage and family life.
Empowered by your Spirit,
may we be united in prayer and worship,
and in love and service reach out
as your hands across the world.
In Jesus' name. 
Amen

Closing Hymn  - Choose an appropriate Closing Hymn.

Dismissal

Lord God,
you have appointed us to go and bear fruit for eternity.

Help us to walk in the love, 
joy and peace given for our support along the way.   

May our relationships flourish 
as we follow Christ’s example of sacrificial love. 
Amen

Blessing 

Journeying God,

you have a great adventure mapped out for us,

and we want to travel with you.

Help us to shake of the past,

to take on the future and go forward with you.

We will not fear the heights, for you will steady us.

We will not fear the rough places, for you will equip us.

We will not fear the valleys, for you will sustain us.

With you we go forward,

and we trust you to bring us home. 
Amen

 

Exit music and all depart. 

Candles are extinguished.
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