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NATIONAL MARRIAGE WEEK SERVICE

produced by the Mothers’ Union in 2002 and adapted to use the 2005 Mothers’ Union prayer.

THE WELCOME

Welcome!

We have come together in the presence of God to give thanks for his gift of marriage, to rejoice together and to ask for God’s blessing on all who are married.

As our Lord Jesus Christ was himself a guest at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, so through his Spirit he is with us now.

Minister
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,


the love of God,


and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit


be with you all,
All

and also with you.

Minister
Dear Friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.

All

If we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

OPENING HYMN

Minister
Marriage is a gift of God in creation and means of his grace; it is given that a 


husband and wife may comfort and help each other, living faithfully together in 


times of need as well as in plenty, in sadness and in joy, in sickness and in health. In 

marriage, a couple belong together and live life in the community; it is a way of life 

created and hallowed by God, that all should honour. Therefore we pray with them, 

that strengthened and guided by God, they may continue to fulfil this purpose for 

their life together.

Silence may be kept for reflection on the years that have passed and on shared experiences, good and bad.

READINGS

Genesis 1: 26-28

A newly married couple present a souvenir of their wedding

Couple

Blessed are you heavenly Father,

All

you give joy to bridegroom and bride.

Mark 10: 6-9, 13-16

A couple with children present family items

Couple

Blessed are you, Lord Jesus Christ,

All

You have brought new life to the world.

Ephesians 3: 14-end

A retired couple present a symbol of their long life together

Couple

Blessed are you, Holy Spirit of God,

All

You bring us together in love.

Song of Songs 8: 6-7

A widow/er presents a memento of her/his marriage

Widow/er
Blessed are you Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

All

Your love knows neither beginning nor end.

Sermon/Talk/Homily

HYMN

RENEWAL OF VOWS

The minister invites the congregation to pray in silence for those couple renewing their vows and says to the couples 



Dear friends on your wedding day, you stood before God, the church’s minister and 

the community and solemnly vowed your love. Today you stand again before God 

and the community of faith as a reminder of the great beauty and strength of 


marriage.



You stand before your children who reflect the life and love you have given to them 

through your marriage.



You stand before the widows and widowers who recall the love and commitment 

given to their spouse.



You stand before us as witnesses to the married love which Christ abundantly 


blessed on your wedding day.



I invite you now to renew the promises you made in mutual and lasting fidelity.

Couples
I have taken you and take you again, to be my spouse. I promise to be true to you in 

the good times and the bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honour you 

all the days of my life.

Minister
You have renewed your marriage vows before the Church. May the Lord in his 


goodness strengthen your commitment and fill you with his blessings.

All

Amen.

Minister
Will you, the families and friends of these couple continue to support and uphold 

them in the marriage now and in the years to come?

All

We will.

HYMN

PRAYERS

Parents

Loving God, we give thanks for young love, for physical joy and trusting 



commitment. We pray for those about to be married or who have been married 


recently. Support them in the excitement and anticipation, the anxiety and self doubt, 

the learning and growing together, and give them the joy of knowing your love.



Lord of life and love,

All

Hear our prayer.

Children
Loving God, we thank you for family life, for the joy of parent and child. Support all 

parents with your wisdom and give peace and fulfilment to all families.



Lord of life and love,

All

Hear our prayer.

Young

Loving God, we thank you for the example of those whose marriages have grown couples
and developed over many years. Support them as they come to terms with physical 

and social changes. Guard them from isolation and uphold them when they are 


separated by death.



Lord of life and love,

All

Hear our prayer.

Widow/ers
Loving God, we pray for those whose marriages are at risk or have broken down. 

Help us to support them with love, and teach us all, in our failures and successes to 

turn to you whose love is unfailing and whose power can make all things new.



Lord of life and love,

All

Hear our prayer.

Retired

Loving God, giver of life and new hope, strengthen and renew in us all that is lively couples
and good, and revive that which is stale and dead. Help us, as we share one anothers’ 

joys, to learn new skills of loving and new ways of giving and receiving the life that 

flows from you.



Lord of life and love,

All

Hear our prayer.

All

Loving God, in whom we live and move and have our being, look graciously 

upon the world which you have made and for which your Son gave his life, and 

especially on all whom you make to be one flesh in holy marriage. May their 

lives together be a sign of your love to this broken world, so that unity may 


overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy overcome despair; 


through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Minister
As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray

All 

Our Father in heaven



hallowed be your name,



your kingdom come,



your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins



as we forgive those who sin against us.



Lead us not into temptation



but deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours



now and for ever. Amen.

THE MOTHERS’ UNION PRAYER



Loving Lord


We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.


We pray for families throughout the world.


Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union as we seek to share your love


Through the encouragement, 



strengthening and support of marriage and family life.


Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in prayer and worship,


And in love and service reach out as your hands across the world.


In Jesus’ name.


Amen.

THE PEACE

Minister
To crown all things there must be love. 


Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.


The peace of the Lord be always with you
All

and also with you.

Minister
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.


FINAL HYMN

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

Minister
God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, 

and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
All

Amen.

Minister
Take God’s gift of marriage to yourselves and find in marriage the companionship 

and the strength for which it was given, and share God’s gift of love with your 


families and your friends.


Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All

In the name of Christ. Amen.
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