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,Q‘ZJ 89% of carers are women.
" W 75% of childcare during the week and 66% at weekends is done by women.

'.o“g 19% of our MPs are female.
“e“‘ “on 16.4% is the average pay gap between men and women working full-time in the UK.

o for Act 8.1% of directors of banks in the FTSE 100 are women.

30,000 women lose their jobs every year because of pregnancy.
Source: Daily Telegraph 9/3/2010

The 54" UN Commission on the Status of Women was different to many -
previous sessions. This year governments reviewed the 12 themes '
contained in the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (PfA) (action
plan to improve the lives of women) and progress that has been made,
instead of just one or two themes. Rather than negotiating agreements,
this year government representatives rubber stamped a political
declaration that had been drawn up five days before the Commission
started. The Declaration reaffirms the Beijing Declaration and PfA;
emphasises its importance to achieving the Millennium Development
Goals; and calls upon the UN, national governments, NGOs... everyone
really, to ‘intensify their contributions’ to the Platform for Action.

Sarah Kasule speaking at a side event

At a Baha'i and Womens’ National Commission side event, Sarah Kasule, Provincial Worker for
Uganda, spoke passionately about how the media portrays women in Uganda and how even
conventions of dress can impede women'’s involvement in journalism. She will continue to further
Mothers” Union’s work on gender and advocacy in Uganda. There were also
other Mothers” Union members in attendance with the Anglican Communion - FEUIENIE:
demonstrating just how important it is that Christians are involved in lobbying

governments for justice. UN CSW & Beijing

Action Pack.

: : o S P General Electi
With this call to action in mind, Mothers” Union is intensifying its efforts to reesgirrie pzcdlon

further gender justice and is producing the Beijing Action Pack after Easter, for BESEIERREIE
members in the UK and Rep. Ireland. For your copy, which includes Beijing in [RAEENEEE
Brief: the Grass-routes to Justice [NEEEREIEEINE
leaflet; prayers, discussion starters
and ideas on“how to lobby; _and I B

Y the Beijing PfA" stickers, sexualisation of
contact Central services on 020 Children report.
7222 5533 for hard copies; or HEEESOREEIERBIIR
policy@themothersunion.org for a [ECUEEEEEIARIENLIE
copy via email.
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Heavenly Father,
we pray for all those who are suffering
from poverty and gender inequality.
Heal them with your power,
and may we never cease to speak out
against injustice in the world. Amen

Available on Mothers” Union’s website at the start of each month at www.themothersunion.org/policy.aspx
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2010 is UK General Election year! Due to take place in May, many
commentators are already speculating that there will be a Conservative
Government or even a hung Parliament. Whatever the outcome, many
MPs have already stated that they will be leaving Parliament either
through retirement or resignation. Mothers” Union has produced a
resource, New Vision, New Future, to help members reflect on the
importance of government and democracy; to inform members of
parties” policies; to provide practical information on different methods
of voting and running a hustings; to offer some biblical reflections and
prayers; and short questions for group discussions.

To download the resource, please go to Mothers” Union homepage at
www.themothersunion.org For up-to-date predictions on the outcome
of the Election, go to the Election Predict website, run by ComRes and
Betfair at www.electionpredict.com

Mothers” Union is backing the Citizens for Sanctuary Campaign, which aims to secure justice for
people fleeing persecution and to rebuild public support for sanctuary. The Sanctuary Pledge calls
upon MPs and Prospective Parliamentary Candidates to campaign responsibly on asylum and
support the end of child detention. Margaret Beringer, member of the Trustee Board, represented
Mothers’ Union at the high profile public launch on 25" March in Westminster. Following speeches
and a moving account from a former child detainee, representatives attended Parliament to hand
letters to senior Parliamentarians and commission Sanctuary Books to tour the UK - Margaret
commissioned the book to be sent across Scotland. ||l
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