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Midday prayers 2010: Relationship not Rules

June

The Beatitudes 

Monday: Bereavement

Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 

Matthew 5:4

Loving God,

We pray for those facing sadness,

those burdened by misery,

those weighed down by despair,

those who have lost loved ones

and who are striving to come to terms 

with the emptiness and heartbreak they feel.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving God,

grant to those who grieve your special blessing.

May they know that your hand is upon them,

and your heart reaching out to them.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

May all who mourn discover the comfort you have promised,

and find strength to face tomorrow,

until the time when light shall dawn again,

and hope be born anew.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer,

through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Nick Fawcett

Tuesday: Humility

Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the earth.

Matthew 5:5

Loving Lord,

We pray for those the world ignores;

those whose lives count for nothing 

when weighed in the scales of earthly success.

May we see their worth through your eyes, Lord;

your humility reflected in theirs.

May we sense in their meekness

the fragrance of Christ;

his strength made perfect in the weak.

In our own lives, Lord,

may we follow the path of humility,

the way of gentleness and compassion.

May we, too, know the blessing that comes 

from a life reflecting the values of Christ.

Amen  

Lord, bless the meek,

that they may inherit the earth.

Lord, give us compassion,

that we, too, may be blessed.

Amen

Wednesday: Holiness

Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 

Matthew 5:6

Lord, we are thirsty for righteousness;

we hunger after holiness.

Yet our own stores are meagre,

our resources fall short.

Praise you, Lord,

that our holiness is found in you,

our righteousness is hidden in Christ.

Praise you Lord,

that we can be filled with your goodness,

that we are made pure by the purity of Christ.

Praise you Lord,

that we are made whole,

that we are made clean by the holiness of Christ. 

Lord, bless all who hunger after you,

bless those who thirst for righteousness.

Lord, fill us with your holiness

that we, too, may be blessed.

Amen

Thursday: Mercy

Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy. 

Matthew 5:7

Lord, you who are rich in mercy,

grant us your grace

that we may be agents of mercy 

in a harsh and demanding world. 

Lord, you who are slow to anger and rich in compassion,

grant us your grace

that we may be slow to judge and quick to love

in a harsh and demanding world.

Lord, you who are unfailing in kindness,

grant us your grace

that we may reflect the kindness of Christ

in a harsh and demanding world.

We are blessed through the mercy 

You pour out upon us.

May we be a blessing to others

through your grace.

Amen

Friday: Peace

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
they will be called children of God. 

Matthew 5:9

God,

Bless the peacemakers.

Bless those who work in home and community to end a quarrel,

bless those who keep faith with arguing churches,

bless those who speak a careful word in the corridors of power,

bless those who live good and hopeful lives in refugee camps,

bless those who minister to the military,

bless those who seek peace with you and give your peace away.

Bless all our peacemakers with the powerful presence

and support of your Holy Spirit,

and the confidence that comes through following in the steps of Christ.

Amen

Neil Thorogood

God blesses those who work for peace

for they are called the children of God.

Put us to work, Father.

And, when the work is hard and long,

Remind us of your blessing and renew our hope.

In the name of Jesus Christ we ask it.

Amen

Neil Thorogood

Saturday: Persecution

Blessed are those who are persecuted 

because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 5:10

Almighty God, ruler of nations, 

we bring before you our brothers and sisters 

who live where faith costs the most.

We remember especially those 

who are paying a high price for following Jesus.

Give strength to those who are in prison: 

may they know your grace sustaining them.

Give courage to those who continue to meet 

to worship you despite the dangers: 

may they find hope in your Word, 

and be allowed to worship you in freedom.

Living Lord, your kingdom come, your will be done: 

in all those places where faith costs the most.

We ask this for the glory of your name,

Amen.

From Open Doors prayer resources

            Wave of Prayer for Mothers’ Union

Lord, we ask for your blessing on

Mothers’ Union worldwide.

Today we pray for the people and work of:

1 - 5
Tanzania: Dar es Salaam, Zanzibar & Tanga; 

              Aotearoa, New Zealand & Polynesia: Polynesia; 

              Rwanda: Kibungo; Nigeria: Ukwa; York: Newcastle

6 - 10

Papua New Guinea: Aipo Rongo & New Guinea Islands; 

              West Indies: Guyana; Nigeria: Ibadan, Ife & Osun; 

              Canterbury:  Norwich

11 - 15
 Nigeria: Okigwe North, Okigwe South, Orlu & Owerri; 

              Congo: Boga & Kisangani & Aru; Canterbury: Oxford

16 - 20
Kenya: Bungoma; West Africa: Guinea; 

              Central Africa: Manicaland; Korea: Pusan, Seoul & Taejon; Canterbury: Peterborough

21 - 25
Nigeria: Egba, Lagos, Lagos West, Remo & Yewa; 

              Australia: Sydney; Sudan: Malakal; 

              Jerusalem and the Middle East: Members in Iraq; Canterbury: Portsmouth

26 - 30
Australia: Bathurst; Uganda: Luwero, Mukono & Namirembe; 

              Nigeria: Wusasa & Gwagwalada; York: Ripon & Leeds

A moment of silence is kept.

We bring before God our prayers for the world and ourselves.

Intercessions

Final Blessing

The blessing of the Lord rest and remain on his people;

The Lord meet in mercy all that seek him;

The Lord comfort all who suffer and mourn;

The Lord hasten his coming, 

and give us, his people, the blessing of peace.

Amen

Handley Moule (1841-1920)
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