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Faithful Relationship 

 

All-Unit Conference Eucharist October 2010

 

 

The Eucharist—Faithful Relationship

The Gathering
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen
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Deep within your soul
there is a knowing place
a sanctuary 
where gifts are nurtured.

Enter that sacred space.
Spend time there 
tending your gifts.
There in the chapel of your heart
you will become a gift to be given.   Macrina Wiederkehr

 

The Greeting

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your faith, lift up your relationships.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God - 
to the God who gives us love, light and truth.

Welcome to our first All-Unit Eucharist. 

Today we celebrate and reflect on our forthcoming theme for next year—that of “Faithful Relationships”. 

Let us pause in silence.

 

Make us ready to meet you in this Eucharist and always, 
Faithful Lord of all relationships. 
Amen

 

Opening Hymn—Brother, Sister, let me serve you.

Brother, sister, let me serve you
let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

 

We are pilgrims on a journey,
we are trav’llers on the road;

we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

 

I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

 

I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.

I will share your joy and sorrow
till we’ve seen this journey through. 
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When we sing to God in heaven
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we’ve known together
of Christ’s love and agony.

 

Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too. 


 

Richard Gillard OCP

 

Prayer of Preparation

Come Lord Jesus,

You too were tired when day was done

You met your friends at evening time.

Come Lord Jesus

Come Lord Jesus,

You too enjoyed when nights drew on

You told your tales at close of day. 

Come Lord Jesus

Come, Lord Jesus

You kindled faith when lamps were low;

You opened scriptures, broke the bread[image: image5.png]T
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and shed your light as darkness fell.  

Come Lord Jesus and meet us here. Amen

 

Confession

The sun of righteousness has dawned

with healing in his wings.

Let us come to the light of Christ,

confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

 

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart.

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

 

Absolution
May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

 

 

Old Testament Reading—Isaiah 11:1-10 


The Branch From Jesse 

 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
 from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
       the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
       the Spirit of counsel and of power, 
       the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord - 

 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
 He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
 or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
 with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
 He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
 with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

 Righteousness will be his belt 
 and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
  the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
       the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
       and a little child will lead them. 

 The cow will feed with the bear, 
       their young will lie down together, 
       and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

 The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, 
       and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. 

 They will neither harm nor destroy 
       on all my holy mountain, 
       for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
       as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the 
peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God

 

 Gospel Reading—Matthew 28: 1-10 

The Resurrection

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you O Christ Jesus.

Sermon

 

 

Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:

who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. 
The third day He arose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
whence He shall come 
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church,[image: image6.png]



the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen

Intercessions—Written and read by members.

 

Sharing the peace

The peace of Christ be with you: and also with you.

We offer each other a sign of peace.

The Mothers’ Union Prayer 

Loving Lord,
we thank you for your love so freely given to us all.
We pray for families around the world.
Bless the work of the Mothers' Union
as we seek to share your love
through the encouragement, strengthening
and support of marriage and family life.
Empowered by your Spirit,
may we be united in prayer and worship,
and in love and service reach out
as your hands across the world.
In Jesus' name. 
Amen

 

Hymn-In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
this Cornerstone, this solid ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe;
This gift of love and righteousness
scorned by the ones He came to save:
‘til on that cross as Jesus died,
the wrath of God was satisfied -
for every sin on Him was laid;
here in the death of Christ I live.

 

There in the ground His body lay,
light of the world by darkness slain;
then bursting forth in glorious Day
up from the grave He rose again.
And as He stands in victory 
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,
for I am His and He is mine -
bought with the precious blood of Christ.

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the power of Christ in me;
from life’s first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from His hand;
‘til He returns or calls me home,
here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.                 Townsend/Getty

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give him thanks and praise.


Blessed are you, Lord God,
our light and our salvation;
to you be glory and praise for ever.
From the beginning you have created all things and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 

In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 
the crown of all creation. 
You gave us breath and speech, 
that with angels and archangels and all the powers of heaven we may find a voice to sing your praise.

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, you embraced a 
people as your own. When they turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast. 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied.

 

He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death
he opened wide his arms on the cross.


On the night before he died,
he came to supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.

He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.


At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.

Acclamation

When we eat this bread and drink this cup
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.

 

Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;
we remember his dying and rising in glory,
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit 
as we bring before you these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence,
form us in the likeness of Christ, and build us into a 
living temple to your glory. 

 

Bring us at the last with Mary Sumner and all the saints to the vision of that eternal splendour for which you have created us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
by whom, with whom, and in whom,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessings and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours now and forever. 

Amen

 

We break this bread to share in the one body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.


Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us your peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes way the sins of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.
Lord I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word and I shall be healed.

 

The Giving of Communion 

Silence is kept.

 

 Post-Communion Prayer
Lord of all, 

we have celebrated though the sharing 
of bread and wine, 
the depths of love your Son, Jesus Christ showed 
by dying for us all. 
Greater love has no-one than this; 
that he lays down his life for his friends.
We are blessed that he calls us his friends. Amen 

Closing Hymn—Colours of Day 
Colours of day dawn into the mind
the sun has come up, the night is behind.
Go down in the city, into the street
and let's give the message to the people we meet.

So light up the fire and let the flame burn

open the door, let Jesus return.

Take seeds of His Spirit, let the fruit grow

tell the people of Jesus, let His love show.

Go through the park, on into the town
the sun still shines on, it never goes down.[image: image8.jpg]



The light of the world is risen again
the people of darkness are needing a friend.

Refrain
Open your eyes, look into the sky
the darkness has come, the sun came to die.
The evening draws on, the sun disappears
but Jesus is living, His Spirit is near
 
Refrain
                              © 1974 Kingsway Thankyou Music

 

Dismissal

Lord God,
you have appointed us to go and bear fruit for eternity.

Help us to walk in the love, joy and peace 
given for our support along the way.   

May our relationships flourish 
as we follow Christ’s example of faithful love. Amen

 

Final Blessing



May God bless us

All

In our sleep with rest



May God bless us

All

In our dreams with vision



May God bless us

All

In our waking with a calm mind



May God bless us

All

In our souls with friendship



May God bless us

All

This night and every night. Amen
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