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Midday prayers 2011: Faithful Relationship 

January 

Year of the Bible 

Monday: Thanks to God for his Word


God’s words are more precious than gold, 
than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey, 
than honey from the honeycomb.

Psalm 19:10

Living Word, Author of Life,

we praise and thank you for the Bible;

for the privilege of having access to the scriptures.

As we turn the pages and read your words, 

give us enquiring minds and open hearts.

Let us be ready to respond to its challenge 

and to embrace its vision. 

In every circumstance of our lives 

may the Bible be a lamp for our feet

and a light for our path.

Amen  

Grant, O Lord, 

that in the written Word, 

and through the spoken Word,

we may behold the living Word 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Simon Baynes

Tuesday: Thanks for those who gave us the Bible


Your written instructions are mine forever.
They are the joy of my heart.

Psalm 119:111

Lord, we give you thanks for those in history 

who laboured to make the Bible open to all.

We acknowledge with humility their mission

as they faced opposition and even death.

May we truly treasure your Word 

in the light of such selfless endeavour.

Grant to us, O merciful God,

knowledge and true understanding of thy Word,

that we may know what thy will is,

and also may show forth in our lives those things that we do know;

that we may not only be knowers of thy Word,

but also doers of the same; by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Author unknown: from the household of Henry VIII, who allowed 

the publication of a vernacular Bible to be read aloud in churches. 

Grant, O Lord, 

that in the written Word, 

and through the spoken Word,

we may behold the living Word 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Simon Baynes

Wednesday: Pray for those who have not heard


Faith comes from hearing the message, 

and the message is heard 

through the word about Christ.

Romans 10:17

Forgive us when we take for granted 

that we can read and hear your Word, 

and forget the millions who still hunger for its message 

in a language they can understand.

We pray for those to whom the gospel is still hidden,

because they have not read the Bible,

heard the good news preached, or seen its value.

May they learn of your love for all,

in ways that move their hearts and feed their minds.

Bible Society Prayers

Grant, O Lord, 

that in the written Word, 

and through the spoken Word,

we may behold the living Word 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Simon Baynes

Thursday: Translation of the Bible


Publish his glorious deeds among the nations.        

Tell everyone about the amazing things he does.

Psalm 96:3 

We pray for all who are working now 

to translate the Bible for the first time.

Give them patience, skill and wisdom 

that they may present your Word 

in all its fullness and power.

Lord, enable all these people 

to break your Word open

in the language of those who wait, 

and as new languages receive the Bible 

we pray for them to be distributed 

to all who long for them.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Bible Society Prayers

Grant, O Lord, 

that in the written Word, 

and through the spoken Word,

we may behold the living Word 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Simon Baynes

Friday: Sacrifice made for the Bible


God blesses those who are persecuted

for doing good,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

Matthew 5:10

Loving Lord, 

we pray for those who distribute your word

where it is dangerous to supply the Bible. 

As they provide for those who long for the scriptures

may your Holy Spirit guide and protect; 

may your love encourage and sustain.

We pray for openness and grace to grow 

in countries where doors are closed;

for the time to come when your word 

finally reaches all corners of the earth.

Amen 

Grant, O Lord, 

that in the written Word, 

and through the spoken Word,

we may behold the living Word 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Simon Baynes

Saturday: The Living Word of the Bible

For the word of God is alive and active. 

Sharper than any double-edged sword, 

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 

joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 

and attitudes of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)

Loving Father, as we read the Bible, 

send your Holy Spirit to bring life to your word. 

May our minds and souls be touched 

by the wonders in your message.

May our hearts be thrilled by

fresh insight in familiar scriptures.

O God, speak to us through your Word. 

Pour out upon us your grace 

that we may learn your will 

and obey your call. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Grant, O Lord, 

that in the written Word, 

and through the spoken Word,

we may behold the living Word 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Simon Baynes

                   Wave of Prayer for Mothers’ Union

Lord, we pray for

Mothers’ Union worldwide.

Today we pray for the people and work of:

1 – 5            Rwanda: Cyangugu; Southern Africa: Lesotho; Sudan: Lainya;    

                    Nigeria: Kebbi; Uganda: North Karamoja; 

                     Canterbury: Bermuda & Canterbury

 

6 - 10
     Rwanda: Shyira; Nigeria: Awka, Enugu & On the Niger; 

                    West Africa: Gambia; Sudan: Ibba; York: York

 

11 - 15
     Southern Africa: Angola; Myanmar: Myitkyina & Mandalay;
     West Africa: Bo & Freetown; 

                    Canterbury: Diocese in Europe & London

16 - 20
     Uganda: Bunyoro-Kitara, Masindi-Kitara, 

                    Ruwenzori & South Rwenzori; Nigeria: Lokoja; York: Durham

 

21 - 25
     Uganda: Muhabura & Kitgum; Canada: Algoma & Saskatchewan; 

                    Tanzania: Masasi; Sudan: Kajo-Keji; Canterbury: Winchester

 

26 - 31
     Central Africa: Matabeleland; Nigeria: Katsina; Kenya: Mumias; 
     Indian Ocean: Fianarantsoa; Nigeria: Ogbomoso; 

                    Wales: Bangor

A moment of silence is kept.

We bring before God our prayers for the world and ourselves.

Intercessions

Final Blessing

As we leave this place,

may we be sustained by the written Word,

inspired by the spoken Word,

and bear witness to the Living Word,

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen

The year of the Bible is to help create greater skill in handling the scriptures and a greater passion for the Bible.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblefresh.com/"��www.biblefresh.com� 








The King James Bible was completed in 1611.


There have been few more important single publications 


and its impact on history has been colossal. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.2011trust.org/"��www.2011trust.org�





There are still over 300 million people around the world, 


speaking two thousand different languages that don’t have access to the Bible.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/"��www.wycliffe.org.uk� 











The vision of Wycliffe Bible Translators is to see by 2025,  


a Bible translation programme begun in all the remaining languages that need one.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/"��www.wycliffe.org.uk� 











For some, the cost of delivering God's Word to other Christians has been a prison sentence or exile. A few have lost their lives for distributing the Word of God in their respective countries. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.opendoors.org.uk/"��www.opendoors.org.uk� 
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