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Prayers and reflection for the people of Christchurch, New Zealand

I lift up my eyes to the mountains:
where is my help to come from?
My help comes from the Lord
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 122: 1-2

God of all creation,

pour your tears of love and healing

on the surviving people of Christchurch, New Zealand.

Mourn with the bereaved as they grieve their loved ones, 
as they adjust without warning to such enormous loss and tragedy.

Protect them as they seek to rebuild their shattered lives,

as they begin to renew their broken hearts.

May those who are now with you Lord, rest in peace.

Comfort the missing - give them and their families a glimpse of hope 

amid the rubble of their now ruined landscape.

Let us pray for the rescue workers and relief agents,

may aid be quick, emergency and medical teams swift,

let there be sufficient water, food, clothing, shelter 

and electricity for all of the survivors.

May the light of life not go out on their fragile land,

for you God do not abandon us,

even in our darkest hours.

Amen

Lord God of the living and the dead,
we ask for your strength and hope in this time of suffering;
we ask for your love to comfort those who have lost their families, 
homes and future livelihoods.
We cannot make sense of this tragedy or its scale of devastation,
but we know that you do not abandon us in our hour of need. 
To you Lord of the living and the dead do we turn,
you are our only strength and hope in this time of suffering.
Amen 

Light a candle for the people of our worldwide family who have died or are still missing in this earthquake.  

Give thanks for the life that you still have and for those you love dearly.

