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Biblical characters

	BIBLE CHARACTER
	THEIR GIFT
	THE CONTEXT

	Miriam,

sister of Moses & Aaron
	Worship-leading


	Exodus 15:19-21



	Shunammite woman
	Hospitality


	2 Kings 4:8-10



	Bezalel
	Craftsmanship


	Exodus 35:30-36:2



	Lydia
	Business skills


	Acts 16:13-15



	Barnabas
	Encouragement


	Acts 4:36; 9:26-28



	Solomon 
	Wisdom 


	1 Kings 3:5-28



	Martha
	Catering


	John 12:1-3



	David 
	Music


	1 Samuel 16:14-23



	Daniel 
	Administration 


	Daniel 6:1-4



	Deborah 
	Leadership 


	Judges 4:4-10



	Dorcas 
	Mercy 


	Acts9: 36-40



	Ezra 
	Teaching 


	Ezra 7:10; Nehemiah 8:1-10



	Samuel 
	Intercession


	1 Samuel 7:5-9;12:23




Consider each of these gifts and those to whom they were given. Some of the gifts are tangible skills; others are personal qualities; all are useful and necessary in various contexts of life.

Reflect on your personal situation and the Mothers’ Union projects of which you are a part. Which of these gifts would be useful for the smooth running of these?

Consider how these people put their gifts to use. Note the context and the attitude with which they acted. Can you define in what ways they were used to glorify God, their giver, and to serve others? 

Some gifts appear to be particularly suited to certain character types e.g. a leadership gift may seem to belong with a confident, charismatic character. Is this always the case? 

What determines the value of a gift? How much has it to do with the significance of the giver, the use for which it has been given, or the person who has received it?

This is not an exhaustive list of gifts. Reflect on other gifts, either that you have, or that you value in others. Thank God for them and, where there is a lack, ask God with confidence for his gracious provision.

So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.

Matthew 7:11

Generous God,

giver of life,

and every gift

by which are lives are blessed,

we thank you.

Amen
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