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Gifts for building the Tabernacle:

The story of the redemption of the people of Israel from slavery in 

Egypt and their long journey to Canaan, their Promised Land, 

contains many significant events. One of the earliest is God’s 

command to build a Tabernacle, a tent of meeting. 

This tangible place for God’s presence to dwell and meet 

with his people, illustrates his covenant promise:

I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.

Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who 

brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 

Exodus 6:7 

When the cloud rose from the Holy Tent, the Israelites would begin to travel,

 but as long as the cloud stayed on the Holy Tent, they did not travel. 

They stayed in that place until the cloud rose.

Exodus 40:36-37 

There are various aspects to God’s plans for this building project: 

1. An offering is to be taken of precious materials necessary for the building work.          

(Exodus 25:1-9; 35:1-9)

2. There are a variety of skills needed to carry out God’s building instructions.  

(Exodus 35:10, 25 – 36: 1)

3. The offerings of skills and materials are to be completely voluntary – true gifts.

            (Exodus 35:5)

4. The skills and craftsmanship are emphasised as being spiritual gifts. 

(Exodus 31:1-3; 35: 4-36:1)

Throughout, God graciously works in partnership with his people. They freely give of their wealth and their skills whilst he provides the detailed blueprint for the building and the spiritual gifting of the craftsmanship needed for its construction.

So the Tabernacle gives the people a place to meet with and worship God and, through the leading of the cloud of glory above it, divine direction for the way ahead. 
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Gifts for building the living temple

In the Old Testament the redemption of God’s people, through the actions

of their leader Moses, results in God’s presence amongst them within 

the Tabernacle.

In the New Testament the redemption of God’s people through our Saviour

Jesus Christ, results in God’s presence within us, his living temple, 

the body of Christ.

He is the one who holds the whole building together and makes it grow into a sacred temple dedicated to the Lord. In union with him you too are being built together with all the others into a place where God lives through his Spirit.

Ephesians 2:21-22

Come to the Lord, the living stone rejected by people as worthless but chosen by God as valuable. Come as living stones, and let yourselves be used in building the spiritual temple, where you will serve as holy priests to offer spiritual and acceptable sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ.

         1 Peter 2:4-6

Here we are urged to bring the gifts of ourselves, to be built into the living spiritual house wherein God dwells; just as the Israelites brought their gifts for the building of the tabernacle, to enable them to meet with God.  

We are also urged to offer the gifts of our “spiritual and acceptable sacrifices”; our possessions and our talents; our service and our worship. 

The Tabernacle was a tent – ever ready for journey; 

not a building on a permanent site.

In the same way we, as the living spiritual house, need to be flexible; ready for God to use the gifts we offer in whichever ways he chooses; ever ready to do what he calls us to as the people of God wherein he dwells. 

There is great emphasis on the skill and beauty of what is within the tabernacle; crafted first and not seen from the outside.

In the same way, God honours and values the “unseen “ gifts that so many of us have, deeming them as precious, of great worth, and the ones used first to build 

his dwelling.

Just as the Tabernacle was a meeting place for God and his people, so we should seek to use our gifts to enable others to meet with God.
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Ideas for group reflection

Compare the different types of giving detailed in the passages on the building of the Tabernacle, 

and the different uses for which they are needed.

Draw parallels between the gifts needed for the tabernacle and the gifts needed for the living temple –the body of Christ.

Offering gifts for the building of the tabernacle was a voluntary choice (Exodus 25:20) but the people seem to have given very generously. Consider your motives for giving; is it possible to give for the wrong reasons? How important do you think your motives are to God?

In the tabernacle the emphasis was on beauty and excellence; how can those attributes be achieved through our giving to the living temple?

Consider ways in which you can affirm and honour one another’s gifts.
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Practical activity:

Work together to make a collage or display out of different coloured paper. 

Use a variety of types – shiny, transparent, multi-tone). 

Include within the collage papers on which are written different types of gifts.

Use the final beautiful image as part of an act of worship to represent our thanks for the gifts God has given us and the beauty created when we use our gifts together for his glory.

Lord,

we each have some gifts,

but none of us has them all.

We each have something to contribute to others,

and equally something to receive from them in turn. 

We each need each other,

and our lives are impoverished

if we attempt to go it alone.

You call us all to be part of your body

with a unique role to play within that,

but by the same token we belong to an interdependent whole

in which every member is of vital importance.

Teach us, then,

not only to exercise our own gifts wisely

but at the same time to appreciate those of others,

and so may we grow together,

building one another up in love,

to the glory of your name. 
Amen

Nick Fawcett
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