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Treasure Hunt

Introduction: 

We are going on a very special treasure hunt. The treasure comes from a store amassed before the beginning of time deep within the heart of eternity.

There are clues in bold to help us to be ready for the hunt.

The provider of this treasure, the keeper of the store, is found in 

Isaiah 33:6; James 1:17

In order to successfully find treasure we need to pinpoint the area to be searched. See Matthew 13:44

The area is very large so we need a map to guide our searching. 

See Psalm 119:162

Once we have the map we need to work out the key, in order to use it effectively. 

See Isaiah 33:6

It will be difficult to search without equipment to help us. 

See Job 28:10; Psalm 119:105

Once we find treasure we need somewhere safe to keep it.

See 2 Corinthians 4:7; Matthew 6:20-21

Now we are ready to hunt.

There are many different types of treasures; some you will wish to keep for yourselves; others are more suited for others; some may be more valuable if combined together.

Start by exploring the following and make a note of the precious gifts you find.

Exodus 31:3; 35 

Exodus 35:10

Exodus 35:26 

1 Chronicles 25:7 

Acts 16:14

Proverbs 31:16-18

Romans 12:7 

Romans 12:8 

1 Corinthians 12:28 

Ephesians 4:11 

Philippians 1:9 

1 Peter 4:9 

1 Peter 4:11
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As treasures are uncovered, discuss various ways in which they can best be used; which ones people are particularly drawn to. Be assured there is treasure for all, not just a chosen few. See 1 Peter 4:10.

Some treasures will be already beautiful and fully formed, with their purpose already apparent. Some may seem small and insignificant, but if cherished will prove to be of great worth. See 2 Timothy 1:6. 

Consider other treasures; gifts not already found in these verses, but precious and useful. See Psalm 31:19

As your time of hunting draws to an end, take time to acknowledge the one who has provided the treasures, and his reasons for doing so. 

See 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Gracious God,

giver of precious and eternal gifts;

creator of hidden treasures

and the light by which they are found,

we thank you.

                                               Amen
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How wonderful are the good things you keep for those who honour you!

Psalm 31:19 (GNB)

I rejoice in your word like one who discovers a great treasure.

Psalm 119: 162 (NLT)

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

Matthew 13:44 (NIV)

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.

Psalm 119:105 (NIV)

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (NIV)

They dig through the rocks in search of jewels and precious metals. 

Job 28: 10 (CEV)

That is why I remind you to help God's gift grow, just as a small spark grows into a fire. 

2 Timothy 1:6 (NIRV)

We are like clay jars in which this treasure is stored. The real power comes from God and not from us. 

2 Corinthians 4:7 (CEV) 

Every good gift, every perfect gift, comes from above. These gifts come down from the Father, the creator of the heavenly lights, in whose character there is no change at all.

James 1:17 (Common English Bible)

Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

Matthew 6:20-21 (NLT)

Each of you has been blessed with one of God's many wonderful gifts to be used in the service of others. So use your gift well.

1 Peter 4:10 (CEV)

He will be the firm foundation for their entire lives. He will give them all of the wisdom, knowledge and saving power they will ever need. Respect for the Lord is the key to that treasure. 

Isaiah 33:6 (NIRV)
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