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Christian care for families





Cost of Relationship 2009

1. Introduction and context: 
2009 is the final year of our current triennial. Whilst many office holders will be continuing their role for another three years, some will be finishing in their post in December. In 2008 we thought about ways in which we could make time for relationship – both with God and with each other. In 2009, as we embrace this turning point in roles, experience and gifts, we have an opportunity to celebrate the relationships we have built up. By focusing on the cost of these relationships, which is essentially a statement about how valuable relationships are, we can honour the past and go forward in strength. 
2. Overall vision: 
Mothers’ Union’s vision is to see a world where God's love is shown through loving, respectful, and flourishing relationships. To do this, Mothers’ Union has a set of beliefs based on the value of relationships. Jesus said: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself." This means that whilst Mothers’ Union continues to support people in all kinds of relationships, we believe that our most important relationship is with God. This divine relationship is the primary source of blessing and support for us all. 
3. Thinking strategically: 
Relationship is the unifying strand in the five Mothers’ Union objectives: marriage, Christian parenting, a worldwide fellowship of Christians, stable family life and families in adversity. These relationships are costly because they are so valuable. And with this cost and value they bring responsibilities. As individuals and as a worldwide organisation, we have responsibilities at local, national and international levels - so this year we do well to reflect on these responsibilities and what they mean in practice to us in Mothers’ Union.
4. Your role: 
It is important that you are supported and affirmed in all your Mothers’ Union activities, and that you can pray for, and support, other members with whom you work.

So begin the New Year by praying about, and reflecting on, the following: 
What will our theme of Cost of Relationship mean to you in 2009?
How will you encourage others to live out this theme in 2009? 
Some questions for you to think about: 

· What areas of Mothers’ Union work – faith, projects, policy, marketing, finance and MUe, will you focus on this year that reflect the cost of relationship? 

· What will you pray for this year? 
· What would you like Mary Sumner House staff to pray for this year?
· How will you tell Mary Sumner House what is happening in your diocese to demonstrate our theme of cost of relationship? 

This pack:

This pack will help you to communicate the vision and work of the Mothers’ Union to your fellow members and your community. It helps you to communicate this vision and work through the theme of ‘Cost of Relationship’. 

It will also be available on the website for you to download and distribute further copies as needed. www.themothersunion.org
It contains: 
· Prayers and reflections – for use in individual and group worship

· A Prayer coin – cut out and say the prayer

· A Prayer Cross – cut out and pray for all Mothers’ Union work

· A Bible Study – a study of the story of the Good Samaritan
· Some Biblical characters – a reflection on discipleship
· Jesus’ Values – inspiration and action based on 7 values by which Jesus lived
· Cost of Relationship in Lent 2009 – a chart for practical action 
· Ideas and prayers for using in a Mothering Sunday Service.
· Cost of Relationship Service to follow.
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