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Christian care for families




Mothers’ Union has a vision of a world where God’s love is shown through loving, respectful, and flourishing relationships.
Join us in praying for this vision.

Pray for…

The Cost of Relationship 2009
Risen Lord Jesus,
We thank you for your sacrifice made on the cross for us,
for your love for us your children.

We thank you for our family and friends.

Help those whose spirit is burning low
to be loving , to listen, to try to understand others.

Be near to those who are lonely, hurt, bored,
or who cannot see the way forward.

Amen

Pamela Richardson, Sheffield

Jesus our Saviour,

You spent your life that we could share in eternal life,

Thank you for your generous gift to us.

Help us to give ourselves to others –
To discern their needs

To act at the right time

To speak your words

Or sometimes to keep silence and just listen

You were often tired but always found time for people

And always found time to pray.

Help us to do the same

And to give cheerfully.

Amen

Margaret Walker, Bangor

Heavenly Father,
We pray that we would always have the vision of your Son upon the cross
and give of ourselves freely to those in your world who have special needs at this time.
May we be your hands, feet, eyes and ears as we seek to show your love
to those who have lost the knowledge of love.
We ask this enfolded in your love,
Amen
Kalyani Menon, Hereford

God, our Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the gift of relationships,

But we pray today for those who find themselves in situations
where there is no easy answer.

Guide them in their decision making,

And show them the way forward,

So that in all things they feel your loving hands upon them.

We ask this in your name,

Through Christ our Lord,

Amen

Margaret Pullin, Carlisle

Generous Father, who gave your son at great cost,

Paying for our salvation,

We need your help in our relationships

Not to count the cost

On time, in caring, in loving, in prayer,

To bring others closer in love to you,

And helping them to find salvation too.

Amen

Dorothy Lightfoot, Ripon & Leeds
Beautiful people don’t just happen 

The most beautiful people we have known are those who have know defeat, known suffering, known struggle, known loss, and have found their way out of the depths.  These persons have an appreciation, a sensitivity and an understanding of life that fills them with compassion, gentleness, and a deep loving concern.  Beautiful people do not just happen.

We run after values that, at death, become zero.  At the end of your life, nobody asks you how many degrees you have, or how many mansions you built, or how many Rolls Royces you could afford.  That’s what dying patients teach you.

Dying is nothing to fear.  It can be the most wonderful, experience of your life.  It all depends on how you have lived.

Throughout life. we get clues that remind us of the direction we are supposed to be headed … if you stay focused, then you learn your lessons.

There is no joy without hardship.  If not for death, would we appreciate life?  If not for hate, would we know the ultimate goal is love? … At these moments you can either hold on to negativity and look for blame, or you can choose to heal and keep on loving.

Learn to get in touch with the silence within yourself and know that everything in this life has a purpose …
You will not grow if you sit in a beautiful flower garden, but you will grow if you are sick, if you are in pain, if you experience losses, and if you do not put your head in the sand, but take the pain as a gift to you with a very, very specific purpose.

It’s only when we truly know and understand that we have a limited time on earth – and that we have no way of knowing when our time is up, we will then begin to live each day to the fullest, as if it was the only one we had.

People are like stained-glass windows.  They sparkle and shine when the sun is out, but when the darkness sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is a light from within.

There is no need to go to India or anywhere else to find peace.  You will find that deep place of silence right in your room, your garden or even your bathtub.
 Elizabeth Kubler-Ross

Coming without excuses 

God was preparing the world for a great celebration and sent the Spirit to far away nations, east and west, north and south, telling wise people to ‘come for everything is now ready’. And to show them the way the Spirit appeared in the sky, like a star, the brightest of all stars in heaven. 

But many of the wise people began to make excuses, saying: ‘I have just obtained some land from a neighbouring country and I must make sure they don’t come to take it back’. 

Others said: ‘I have just bought five new tanks for my army to make it more powerful and we are about to try them out, so please excuse me.’ 

Another excuse was: ‘I have just committed myself to an agreement with a new business partner and I must make sure she understands who is boss.’
So the Spirit of God continued hovering over the chaos of the world, singing the good news of a wonderful banquet to which everyone was invited. She swept through the streets and alleys of the towns; the fields and valleys of the country, inviting the rich and the poor, the blind and the lame, servants and masters, to follow the light that would lead them to where God was celebrating. 

Of all the wise people in the world only three from the East completed the journey, following a star to a banquet in the West. They came seeking peace with gifts from their wealth and hope in their hearts and were led to a stable where the banquet was held. 

They met some farm labourers who had left their land when the Spirit told them to go to the town and share the celebration but not many wise people accepted the invitation for they had to fight with their neighbours, strengthen their armies and be master of all and servant to none. There was no time to celebrate with God. 

So God sent the Spirit back to the city streets and country lanes to invite all who were poor to come and celebrate the good news but warned that the wealthy and powerful who had declined to come would not taste the fruits of the Kingdom, found in the stable. 

Adaptation of Luke 14:15-24 

by Richard Becher in Shine on, Star of Bethlehem (Canterbury Press, 2001)  
Making a small difference

Once a man was walking along a beach. The sun was shining and it was a beautiful day. Off in the distance he could see a person going back and forth between the surf's edge and the beach. Back and forth this person went. As the man approached he could see that there were hundreds of starfish stranded on the sand as the result of the natural action of the tide. The man was stuck by the apparent futility of the task. There were far too many starfish. Many of them were sure to perish. As he approached the person continued the task of picking up starfish one by one and throwing them into the surf. As he came up to the person he said, "You must be crazy. There are thousands of miles of beach covered with starfish. You can't possibly make a difference." The person looked at the man. He then stooped down and pick up one more starfish and threw it back into the ocean. He turned back to the man and said, "It sure made a difference to that one!" 

