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Christian care for families





The Cost of Relationship Bible Study:
Loving our Enemies - The Good Samaritan 
Luke 10: 29-37
· Way in
Everybody knows the Good Samaritan story. But how often do we think about it in terms of the cost of relationship? It tells us a lot about our relationships with our enemies.  The key themes in this parable are compassion, action, care, and cost. We learn that knowing and doing the right things are very different.

· Context: who is my neighbour? 
To see this parable in context we need to look at an earlier conversation in Luke’s Gospel, when a Lawyer asks Jesus: 
‘Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’  
In answering, Jesus focuses on our relationships and what it means to love properly. Jesus refers to the law, and in turn, the lawyer quotes Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. – “you must the love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your mind, and you must love your neighbour as yourself.” 

Jesus goes on (verse 28) to say that this kind of love requires more than an emotional feeling; it includes practice as well. Even in the Lawyer’s question, we see that he was assuming that we must do something to inherit eternal life. But the Lawyer realises that this was very difficult to do. There would always be someone he could not love because he was brought up to recognise certain people as enemies. 
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The Lawyer tries to limit the Law’s command by defining its parameters – and so he asks the question, “who is my neighbour?” 

The Lawyer is basically asking - how far out in that diagram do I have to go? How far do the love priorities of the law extend? 

	Did you know?

	· The word ‘neighbour’ in the Greek means ‘someone who is near’. In the Hebrew it means ‘someone with whom you have an association’.
· These are limited meanings, referring to a fellow Jew and would have excluded Samaritans, Romans, and other so-called ‘foreigners’. 
· Samaritans were considered low class by the Jews since they had intermarried with non-Jews and did not keep the Law. Jews would have nothing to do with them.

· Samaritans were descendants of the mixed Israelite and Assyrian population after Samaria fell to Assyria in 722/1 BC; they opposed Nehemiah’s rebuilding of the Jerusalem city walls and refused to offer their sacrifices in Jerusalem but instead on Mount Gerizim.

· Samaritans were hated by the Jews in the NT making Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman and his Good Samaritan parable shocking to his fellow Jewish people.


· The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

The “Good Samaritan” saw a person in dire need of assistance and he did far more than the minimum required. Jesus is drawing a strong contrast between those who knew the Law and those who actually followed the Law in their behaviour. 
That it was a priest and then a Levite who first passed by is utterly scandalous and a real eye opener: people who were expected to help, did not, while someone whom the victim (and Jesus' audience) despised, did. 
Jesus asks the Lawyer if he can apply the lesson to his own life with the question, “So which of these three do you think was neighbour to him who fell among the thieves?" (Luke 10:36). Notice that, in his answer, the Lawyer cannot bring himself to say the word ‘Samaritan’, he refers to the “good man” as “the one who showed pity.” His hatred for the Samaritans (his neighbours) was so strong that he couldn’t even address him in a proper way. So Jesus then tells the Lawyer to go and be like the Samaritan. 


Jesus’ Challenge to us

· to love others regardless of their personality, race or religion
· to help not only if it is convenient, but to be willing to go out of our way to show compassion to a stranger
· to change the rules of encounter – even when we violently disagree with each other 
Questions:
How can you be like the Good Samaritan:
a) Among your family and friends

b) In your Mothers’ Union work?
c) With people in your community?

D) In your church?

Prayer:
Love your Enemy
I heard him say, Love your enemy.
And I thought, well, I did.
Sort of. At a distance.
As long as I didn’t have to talk to her
or share the same room for any time.
It wasn’t that I hated her.
It was just a matter of principle.
I had to let her know
that I didn’t approve.

But he kept saying, Love your enemy.
Over and over. Love your enemy.
And I thought, well, maybe
a bit closer wouldn’t hurt.
A telephone call. Good morning.
Some questions of polite interest.
No need to compromise principles.
I could let her know
that I held no grudge.

He still kept saying it.
Love your enemy. Love your enemy.
So in the end, I had to go the whole hog.
Suddenly, there we were, talking about feelings,
laughing and crying and hugging each other.
And I was healed of the wound I’d given myself
with my judgemental attitudes.

So the next time he said, Love your enemy,
I knew clearly what he meant.
My real enemy
is self.
And I need all the love and forgiveness
I can get.
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