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Christian care for families





Cost of relationship – Jesus Values
Jesus’ values - when we read the Gospels we discover that all of Jesus’ values were rooted in unconditional love.  
 
He taught us to love God above all else. 
 
He taught us to love our neighbour as ourselves. 
 
He taught us to love things of real and lasting worth.
But how do they relate to our theme of Cost of Relationship? Here are some of the values that Jesus lived out in his ministry, values that we can apply to our daily lives:

1. Compassion
Bible text: Matthew 15:32-39 
Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way." 
His disciples said, "Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?" 
"How many loaves do you have?" Jesus asked. 
"Seven," they replied, "and a few small fish." 
He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the people. They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was four thousand, besides women and children. After Jesus had sent the crowd away, he got into the boat and went to the vicinity of Magadan.
2. Justice
Bible text: Amos 5:14-15; 21-24
Seek good, not evil, 
       that you may live. 
       Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, 
       just as you say he is. 
Hate evil, love good; 
       maintain justice in the courts. 
       Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy 
       on the remnant of Joseph. 
I hate, I despise your religious feasts; 
       I cannot stand your assemblies. 
Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
       I will not accept them. 
       Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 
       I will have no regard for them. 
Away with the noise of your songs! 
       I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
But let justice roll on like a river, 
       righteousness like a never-failing stream! 

3. Dignity
Bible text: Mark 14:3-9 
While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor." And they rebuked her harshly. 
"Leave her alone," said Jesus. "Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her." 

4. Acceptance
Bible text: John 8: 3-11
The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 

"No one, sir," she said. 
"Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."

5. Forgiveness
Bible text: Matthew 26:20-28

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me." 
They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?" 

Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born." 

Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" 
Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you."

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
6. Mercy
Bible text: Matthew 12:1-8 
At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and eat them. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, "Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath." 

He answered, "Haven't you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. Or haven't you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent? I tell you that one greater than the temple is here. If you had known what these words mean, 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent. For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 

7. Patience
Bible text: Luke 2:25-32
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
you now dismiss your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel."
Questions for individuals and groups.

1. How can you live out one of these values in the coming months?


2. Which of these values do you need to attend to right now?


3. Reflect on a person who has shown you one of these values and how it deepened your faith?

Closing Prayer

Choose one of the prayers in the pack and say it slowly, either silently or allowed.
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