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Free cake for thousands at RAF Family Day 
as Mothers' Union supports Forces families

On Wednesday 11th August at RAF Odiham's Family Day, Mothers' Union members from across the Diocese of Winchester will distribute free drinks and cake to the family members of the 1500 serving personnel at the base.

The gift of free tea, coffee, squash and cake to as many people as possible who attend, grew out of a desire by local Mothers' Union members to show their appreciation for everything the RAF gives our country, and the sacrifices made by its personnel and their families as they serve tours of duty overseas, especially in Afghanistan.

The event is expected to attract more than 2000 people to share in all sorts of family activities and events, including a flying display. 

Home made cakes will be the big feature of this feeding of thousands. Thanks to the generosity of many people in local Anglican churches around Odiham, Hartley Wintney and Yateley, and Mothers' Union supporters from across the Diocese of Winchester, these will be given away free, with absolutely no charge or donations to the charity being taken.

Pictures of the event, featuring Mothers' Union members, the project organisers, and some of the families they are supporting, will be made available late on the day itself at http://www.flickr.com/groups/1475690@N23/ (for media use, see details below)

Mothers' Union is an international Christian charity working to support marriage and family life in 81 countries, through the practical action and living faith of its members active in their local communities. It was founded in nearby Old Alresford, in 1876 by Mary Sumner, the wife of an Anglican clergyman, and has now grown to have a membership of approximately 4 million worldwide.

Local groups of supporters meet regularly in Odiham, Hartley Wintney, Yateley, Basingstoke, Alton, and Alresford, offering practical support for families in their local communities through the provision of activities like baby groups and child contact centres. They also provide and raise money for projects like their regional Mothers' Union Family Holiday (which next week will give a seaside holiday to families who would not otherwise receive a much needed break from particularly difficult circumstances), or the award winning Mothers' Union Literacy and Development Programme, whose vital work in Southern Sudan has recently received a large grant from Comic Relief to match the donations made direct to Mothers' Union. Mothers' Union is also active in working with government at national and international level, to improve the support given to family life and marriage, and has UN consultative status.

More information about Mothers' Union work around the Diocese of Winchester and internationally can be found at http://www.muwinchester.org.uk/  and at http://www.themothersunion.org/  Further details of this event and other local projects undertaken by Mothers' Union, can be obtained from local Mothers' Union Trustee Rachel Hartland - ramtopsrac (at) googlemail.com

NOTES FOR MEDIA AND PARISH MAGAZINES/ WEBSITES

Please email ramtopsrac (at) googlemail.com with any queries or requests to use photographs from the Flickr site. 

Permission has been obtained for use of the photographs by parish magazines, parish websites and media - please credit Mothers' Union, Diocese of Winchester. 

Any picture on the site which carry different terms of use will state the terms in the picture description.
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