
  
 

Christian Care for Families through praying, enabling and campaigning 

  
DIARY DATES 

Cathedral Prayers: 
2 June   Cathedral prayers live-streamed  

from St.Gabriel’s Popley at 10.30 
7 July Cathedral Prayers – led by Christchurch 

Deanery in Winchester Cathedral at 10.30 
4 Aug Cathedral Prayers – led by Southampton 

Deanery in Winchester Cathedral at 10:30 
followed by laying flowers on Mary Sumner’s 
grave 

  

Other Events 

10 June  11.00 am Festival Service in the Quire, 
Winchester Cathedral – BOOK YOUR SEAT 

10 July RAF Families Day at RAF Odiham 
22 July Information day at Brockenhurst 
 6pm – 9pm 

 
Letter from our Diocesan President 
Dear Friends 
I am sure you are all pleased to be able to join in 
worship with your friends in your local church again. 
Live Streaming Services have been a wonderful way 
to join with others in worship but to be physically 
with others is such a blessing. I am looking forward to 
meeting members at the Festival Service in the 
Cathedral on 10th June at 11.00am.  I hope you have 
all remembered to let Sue Murphy know the names 
of those attending and their “bubbles” so the 
Cathedral can arrange the seating socially distanced 
for us. I am sure it will be an uplifting service when 
we can celebrate the achievements of Mary Sumner 
and the achievements of the Mothers’ Union during 
the past 100 years since her death. 
Regretfully, we are unable to have our Mary Sumner 
Day Service at Old Alresford church this year. I would 
like to suggest that Deaneries and Branches organise 
their own celebrations. We will lay flowers on Mary 
Sumner’s grave after Cathedral Prayers on 4th August. 
The Worldwide President Sheran Harper will send 
special anniversary cards and birthday cards for those 
celebrating 80th, 90th and 100th Birthdays and 60th and 
70th Wedding Anniversaries. You will need to let Sue 
Murphy know well in advance and she will arrange 
this with MSH for you (please do not contact MSH 
direct). 
I know many branches are struggling to find Leaders 
and this leads to the closure of the Branch, please do 
let Sue or me know if this is likely to happen so we 
can help you. It may be possible to encourage 
members to become Diocesan members and perhaps 

manage to meet as a Prayer and Fellowship group 
without all the paper work and constraints of “official 
MU business”. Diocesan Members are looked after by 
Helen Pain and Gill Hobby and are always welcome at 
Diocesan and Deanery meetings.  
As we are approaching the end of this Triennial 
please also pray that some members will be 
encouraged to think about becoming a Trustee for 
the next Triennial from January 2022.  
Mothers’ Union will once again be present at RAF 
Odiham Family Day on Saturday 10th July with our 
Cake and Drinks stall.  We will need lots and lots of 
cakes to give away to our hard working Service 
families. Please bring them to Cathedral Prayers on 
July 7th or give them to someone who is your local 
contact. 
I am sure most of you will know that Bishop Tim has 
taken six weeks away from work to consider and 
focus on discussions about the future leadership of 
the Winchester Diocese. Please pray for Bishop Tim 
and Sally, Diocesan Staff and all who have the 
responsibility for leading this Diocese that with God’s 
help this situation will be sorted. 
I am hoping that June will bring us good weather 
when we will be looking at Fund Raising for the 
Summer of Hope Appeal. If you have any good ideas 
that might help others please let us know so we can 
share them. 
With love  

Stella Roberts 

Diocesan President 

 

Practical Creation Care 
It is easy to feel overwhelmed when thinking how we 
can live in a way that is less demanding on the earth’s 
resources, but any small action will add to those of 
others, so making a real difference. 
Have you tried: 
Changing to a ‘renewable energy’ 
supplier. https://www.renewableenergyhub.co.uk/bl
og/the-best-uk-green-energy-suppliers-in-2021-and-
how-to-choose-one/ gives some helpful tips, but is 
not comprehensive as Good 
Energy https://www.goodenergy.co.uk/.  Both of 
these companies also supply carbon neutral gas. 
Find your nearest Terracycle hub so you can recycle a 
wider range of things compared with your Council 
kerbside collection. 
Have a charity shop year! Buy your clothes only from 
charity shops for a year, to ensure good clothing gets 
used for longer. 
Have fun! 

Helen Pain, Trustee 
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Christian Care for Families through praying, enabling and campaigning 
Sue Murphy – Diocesan Secretary/Treasurer secretary@muwinchester.org.uk    

Cohabitees’ legal status 

government inquiry 
The Women and Equalities Committee has launched 
an inquiry into the rights of cohabiting partners.  You 
can find more details by clicking on this link: 
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/328/w
omen-and-equalities-
committee/news/154929/inquiry-launched-into-the-
rights-of-cohabiting-partners-the-fastest-growing-
family-type-in-england-and-wales 
It has Terms of Reference and is requesting a Word or 
equivalent document of up to 3000 words. Although 
real-life examples would be helpful, the questions 
can just be answered by thinking through the 
consequences of possible changes to cohabitees’ 
rights. 
 

As Mothers’ Union members, should we be 
considering:·  
What do we feel God’s view on cohabitation is, not 
to condemn or judge, but as a departure from His 
ideal? 
Does this help to define the purpose of formalising 
co-habitation in law?  
Would the protection of the vulnerable or less well 
informed be important to us as Christians? 
Co-habitation strictly should mean any 2 or more 
people living in a shared household who are 
unrelated. So what about students sharing a flat, 
what about siblings or cousins doing so? 
Should any legal recognition be confined solely to 
financial matters, or to more than that? Why? 
It does not close until JULY 5th, 2021, so there is time 
to discuss the topic with other Mothers’ Union 
members – but remember any submissions must be 
as individuals NOT as Mothers’ Union. 
I would be willing to join a Zoom meeting if your 
branch members are interested to explore the issue 
during June.  

Helen Pain, Trustee 

 

Elections for next Triennium 
I would just like to remind one that you will soon be 
receiving nomination papers for elections for the 
Diocesan President and Trustees for the next 
Triennial starting in January 2022.  (I will be sending 
out the nomination papers with the next copy of 
Archway in July for return to me by the end of 
August.)  Please consider prayerfully whether you 
would be willing to join the Trustee board, or 
whether there is a member that you would like to 
nominate for this role. 

Sue Murphy 

 

 

RAF Odiham Cake Collection 
 
10th June Winchester Cathedral Festival 
7th   June Winchester Cathedral Prayers 
I will be bringing my bags and backpack ready to 
collect any cakes for Families Day that you may have 
ready! Alternatively, if you would be able to make a 
small financial donation, then we can ask others to 
bake a cake.  Thank you very much indeed. 

Linda Hoskins 

 

Just a thought - SOWING 
Sow 5 rows of peas:  
Presence at church 
Promptness 
Preparedness 
Patience 
Perseverance. 
 
 
 
Sow 4 rows of lettuce: 
Let us be true to our obligations 
Let us love one another 
Let us be loyal and unselfish 
Let us be faithful to duty. 
 
 
Sow 4 rows of turnips: 
Turn up for meetings 
Turn up with a smile 
Turn up with new ideas 
Turn up with determination to make everything 
count for something good & 

worthwhile. 
Shared by Judy Divall 
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